
TMHS Accountability Committee Meeting 

Minutes  

Tuesday, January 10/ 3:30PM – 4:30PM BRIDAL 

VEIL CONFERENCE ROOM / ZOOM AGENDA 

https://telluridek12.zoom.us/j/3864065908 
 
 

1. Meeting Called to Order at 3:30 pm 
Attendance: Annie Carlson, Laura Ellison, Kathleen Merritt, Lisa Fischetti, Deanna Koeliker, Maureen 
Randall,  Sue Hehir, Suzanne Hazen 
Staff attendees: Jenni Ward, Alex Jones, Sara Kimble, John Pandolfo, Jimmy Moody 
 
Zoom: Erika Henschel, Suzanne Sitlington, Bill Ellison, Ben Marshall, Jill O’Dell, Stephanie Hatcher 
 
Kathleen explained meeting norms and keeping the meeting on track in a timely fashion. If someone 
would like an agenda item added, email Annie or Kathleen. The co-chairs will do their best to get items 
added to the following month. Please be respectful of people’s opinions and view points. 

2. Student Reports by Jaden Fortner (11th grade) and Hailey Brackett (12th grade).  

 Jaden: Students are a little sad to be back from break but looking forward to sports and prom. 
 Students are enjoying the newly installed lockers and figuring them out. Student council 
 elections will be held earlier this year in January and February so there can be some overlap with 
 the outgoing officers. There is a consideration to expand student council to spread the workload 
 out between more students. All student council members are really busy.  

 Hailey: Most seniors are done with their college applications. Seniors are feeling a sense of relief 
 and happy to have survived the first semester.  

3. Teacher Report by Alex Jones. Exam week went well. It is always a lot for kids to prepare for 
exams and it is stressful. The added component of many kids being out sick during finals created 
a challenge. The process of makeups have been fairly streamlined. The make-up exam deadline is 
January 21. Deadline to change classes is January 20. 

4. Teen Love and Loss Consent Week  

Sara: there have been issues of sexual misconduct. Kids don’t have the proper definition of what 
sexual misconduct is. The school is striving to create a supportive atmosphere and educate 
students on this important topic.   

Alex: SMRC collaborates with THS on Teen Love & Consent Week and it always happens around 
Valentine’s Day. Education specialists team up with the peer advocacy team (26 students) to 
promote consent and healthy relationships.  Each grade level gets a grade appropriate lesson 
lead by SMRC and the peer advocacy group.  

Topics discussed last year were as follows (topics likely could stay the same for this year): 

• 9th grade-hook up culture (difference between dating and hook up, physical abuse in 
relationships 

https://telluridek12.zoom.us/j/3864065908


• 10th grade-self-confidence and boundaries (setting boundaries within relationships 
including friendships, consent in language It is important to use direct language and be 
clear 

• 11th grade-warning signs of unhealthy relationships  

• 12th grade-what are relationships outside of school and domestic abuse. What this looks 
like in adult hood. Sexual assault vs. Harassment   

The goal of all these is to make sure they can recognize and engage in healthy relationships and 
to learn what are the support systems in place to help get out of an abusive relationship. 

Jenni: We are going to focus on the facts and definitions of sexual assault. We hearing many 
reports of students questioning what has happened to them and unsure if it meets the criteria of 
sexual assault. 

What is the process if you have been in this situation? Who can you talk to? What are your legal 
rights?  

We are also going to cover cyber bullying and harassment on social media. We will discuss 
appropriate and inappropriate use of phones.  

Safe to Tell will also be discussed and explained. A lot of this info needs to be taught in a 
transparent way. 

Jimmy: We will be teaching kids the legal definitions of sexual assault, harassment, cyber 
bullying, etc.  This is a good time for kids to learn because when they leave the bubble of 
Telluride law enforcement does not know them on a personal level. 

A victim-oriented approach is always taken in our small community. In our community, law 
enforcement will not push victims into naming anyone. They will still be offered resources and 
help to start the healing process 

Just because things are not being reported does not mean things aren’t happening. 

The school is not running Safe to Tell. Calls go to a dispatch center. Sara will be informed if it is 
related to a student. Nothing is filtered through the school. Not knowing how Safe to Tell and 
other communication works is confusing to kids. Jimmy will explain this during the week. 

Sara: Some kids have not come to school because of sexual misconduct that happened out of 
school.  

Jenni: There is a strong correlation between substance abuse and sexual misconduct. It is really 
important to have these conversations now as it is happening in Telluride, but they also need to 
be prepared to go out into the world. 

Jimmy: When substances are involved, consent goes out the window. Jimmy will explain this 
during the week also. 

Ben Marshall with CTC: The presentation and data is available  

Jimmy: Safe To Tell is a statewide program.  Calls are sent to related dispatch centers. If a kid at 
THS is involved with a Safe to Tell call, Sara and John will be informed. Law enforcement gets a 
detailed report but they are anonymous so law enforcement can’t see who is reporting it. They 
save all reports to see if there have been multiple reports on an issue that needs action taken. 
Law enforcement often has more details than the district has. There are stakeholders that have 



access to the Safe to Tell information but law enforcement ultimately makes the call on how act 
to the situation. If a report comes through Safe to Tell that involves a report on school grounds, 
the school will take action and then hand it over to law enforcement. The school and law 
enforcement receive the report concurrently.  In the case of a vaping in school, law enforcement 
would be interested in who sold the child the vape or where they got it. That is where they 
would take action. 

John: All of the procedures for Safe to Tell are explicitly outlined in law and what protocol should 
be followed. 

Jenni: We get a lot of student reports through Safe to Tell of incidences that happen at parties, 
suicidal thoughts, etc. 

Jimmy: Safe to Tell is totally anonymous. Some parents and students are very focused on who 
was the snitch and filed the Safe to Tell. There is no possible way for law enforcement to find out 
who filed the report. This generates a lot of gossip and rumors.  

Sue Hehir asked if kids saw the results from the Healthy Kids Survey. They had opportunities to 
see it but many probably did not. Sara is figuring out a way to share the survey with students 
during school classes. Maybe peppering this info during the Teen Love and Consent Week would 
be an option. 

 
5. Principal Report 

 
We are working with Selena Sermano to develop an anti-hate statement regarding racism, 
sexism, homophobia. She will be here next week. Students, parents and community members 
will be able to give input on developing a district wide anti-hate statement. We hope to have a 
statement by the end of the school year. It will be reviewed by all accountability groups and 
approved by the school board. 
 
Winter PE starts this Thursday and Friday. Students are responsible for getting themselves to the 
top of the gondola with all their gear. As a privilege, Seniors do not have to participate in Ski PE.  
They can ski with their friends. 
 
The vape detectors are very effective. Some students are really addicted to nicotine as they 
started at a young age. If we can catch kids earlier, we can prevent them from becoming full 
blown nicotine addicts.  It is currently in two bathrooms but four more will be installed. The goal 
is to have all students feel comfortable and safe and not scared to use the bathroom because 
other students are vaping in them. 
 
Metal wands only used when there is probably cause/suspicion and prevents the admin from 
being in uncomfortable search situations.  
 
School classes and electives being offered are starting to be discussed for next year. Some 
teachers really appreciate tutorial for 20 percent of the kids but the rest of the class is 
challenging to manage.The goal is to have all kids registered for classes before spring break. 
 
We are looking at a separate bell schedule for MS and HS. The sharing of teachers makes this 
challenging.  
 



John: We are part of the Juul class action law suit. With the settlement money, we can offer  
counseling efforts and other support services to help kids addicted to vaping. 
 
Sue Hehir: Can we change the block schedule. The longer periods are really challenging for some 
kids. Advisory was a bit of a waste of time. Sara commented that we did away with it due to 
negative feedback.  Can we put a survey out asking the question about a 4-day school week. 
 
Alex: Many kids are “low-key” addicted to nicotine.  

 
6. Adjourn Meeting – 4:38 
 

Next meeting: February  7 

TMHS Accountability Committee is a forum for members of the school community to stay informed on 
school happenings and to be heard. Accountability is a place for students, parents, teachers, and 
administrators to share ideas, voice concerns, initiate change, collaborate, problem solve, seek 
clarification and stay current on policies, budgetary concerns, upcoming events and activities, and 
other items of interest to the school community. Accountability meetings are open to the entire TMHS 
community. Please feel free to attend any/all meetings. You may suggest topics to be placed on a 
future agenda for discussion and any solutions you can offer. Please contact the co-chairs with 
suggested agenda items: 

 
Annie Carlson: anniecarlson72@gmail.com 
Kathleen Merritt: kathleenbf@icloud.com 
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